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was of Ukrainian descent, for a strikingly high pro-
portion of his followers who were rounded up before
Christmas 1938 had Ukrainian names, and the Iron
Guard might have been directly useful to Germany in
the prosecution of the Great Ukrainian programme.
It is known that Ukrainians, for instance the Russian
Ukrainians in Tsarist days, easily became enthusiastic
Jew-baiters, and Roumanian officials sometimes com-
plain that the really brutal anti-Jewish outrages in
Roumania are usually perpetrated by Ukrainians or
Germans. Since, however, Chust has been ignomini-
ously sacrificed to the Hungarians, Ukrainian feeling
in Roumania has subsided again; in so far as it counts
it seems to have reacted bitterly against Germany and
to be looking to Russia instead. As for the Russians
in Bessarabia, theirs is perhaps the hardest lot of all the
non-Roumanian-speaking inhabitants of Roumania.
They look back to pre-war days when they were part
of an enormous country which offered an unlimited
market for their fruit and other produce, while as a
neglected portion of Roumania they languish in hope-
less poverty. It is, moreover, absolutely forbidden
to speak Russian, and all signs of Russian civilization
have been obliterated as completely as possible. The
upper social class thinks longingly of Tsarist Russian
days, while the peasants are perhaps more inclined to
imagine wonderful conditions across the frontier
to-day. And the Roumanian authorities' behaviour
is marred by suspicion, for they are well aware that,
in spite of M. Titulescu's conciliation of Russia,
diplomatic relations between Moscow and Bucharest
do not signify that the U.S.S.R. has lost all interest
in Bessarabia.